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Week 6 
 
Conversation Starter 
 

Have you ever made a quick decision only to later regret it? Maybe you made a purchase 
(a car, house, etc.), moved somewhere, or made a career decision and later asked 
yourself, “What was I thinking?!” Share your story with the group. 

 
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer. Read the passage silently. When everyone is done, have one person read the passage out loud 
to the group. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11  
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat 
on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
Discussion 
 
Setting the scene 

• What is the location for this story? 
• What does Jesus ask the two disciples to do? 
• How do you think they would have felt hearing Jesus’ instructions? 

 
What’s at stake 

• In verse 4, the writer of Matthew offers a narrator’s observation about this story by 
alluding to Zechariah 9:9. How do we usually imagine a king entering his kingdom? 
How does Jesus, a very different kind of king, enter Jerusalem? 

• How enthusiastic were the crowds about Jesus’ entrance? What evidence does the text 
offer to support your interpretation? 

• How did the city of Jerusalem respond to Jesus’ entrance? 
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Find yourself in the story 

• Who do you most identify with in the story? 
• Why do you think the people of Jerusalem initially responded so positively to Jesus’ 

arrival? Why do you think they changed their minds a few days later, calling for his 
execution? 

 
Decision time 

• Why do we often make a choice in one moment only to change our minds later? 
• The Presbyterian pastor and writer, Eugene Peterson, once described the Christian 

spiritual journey as “a long obedience in the same direction.” How can we continue on 
the spiritual journey for the long haul and not change our minds? 

• At the end of Jesus’ life when almost everyone turns on him, how does he exemplify a 
life lived with purpose towards his final goal? 

• Jesus’ ultimate goal is to love the world (no matter if we change our minds!). How does 
that kind of love make you feel? 

 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
 
 
  




