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Week 5 
 
Conversation Starter  
 

Have you ever asked, even begged, for something and eventually received it? Share a 
time that you either got something because of your persistence or you granted 
someone’s request because of their perseverance.  

 
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading  
 
Open with prayer. Read the passage silently. After everyone has read the passage, go around the group and 
have each person read a verse. 
 
Matthew 15:21-28  
21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.22Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
Discussion 
 
Setting the scene 

• Who are the characters in this scene? List them out and make a note of where you 
think each is from. 

• Why do Jesus’ disciples want to send the Canaanite woman away? 
• Who was Jesus’ primary intended audience (see verse 24)?  

 
What’s at stake 

• How would you define “mercy”? Why do you think the Canaanite woman asks Jesus 
to show her mercy? 

• What differences do you see between the Canaanite woman and Jesus’ disciples? 
• When Jesus seems to side with the disciples, how does the Canaanite woman boldly, 

and yet humbly, intervene? 
• Why does Jesus heal the Canaanite woman’s daughter? 
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Find yourself in the story 
• Who do you most identify with in the story? Why? 
• When you are ready to avoid someone who needs help, what would it take for you to 

help them? What have you done or would you be willing to do to get help for a loved 
one in a time of need? 

• How do this woman’s actions reveal her great faith?  
 
Decision time 

• How can you be open to the wideness of God’s mercy this week?  
• Who do you see as God’s “target audience”? How might God want to expand your 

vision? 
 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
  




