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Week 4 
 
Conversation Starter 
 

Do you have a “fun facts” that people would be surprised to know about (e.g. you can 
juggle, are a Trekkie, or once worked in the CIA, etc.)? Share your secret with the 
group. 

 
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer.  Read the passage silently. Then have one person read aloud verses 2-3 and a second person 
read verses 4-6. 
 
Matthew 11:2-6  
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
Discussion 
 
Setting the scene 

• Who are the characters in this story? 
• What does John tell his disciples to ask Jesus?  
 

What’s at stake 
• According to the gospel of Luke, John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin and had known 

him all his life. Why do you think John would have asked this question of Jesus? 
• Remember that John is in prison for challenging the Roman authorities. How does he 

deal with his doubt in the midst of troubling circumstances? 
• What do you make of Jesus’ answer to John’s question?  
• In verse 6, Jesus says that those who are not offended by his words are “blessed.” Why 

would someone object to Jesus’ ministry?  
 
Find yourself in the story 

• When they encounter doubt and despair, many people turn away from God. How does 
John demonstrate a different response in the midst of difficult circumstances? 

• Jesus points to his own ministry as the answer to John’s question. Do you think John 
took comfort in Jesus’ response? 

• Why would someone be blessed (think back to the Beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5) 
to not take offense at Jesus’ ministry? 
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Decision time 
• When someone we know is (or we are) going through a time of doubt and/or despair, 

how can we encourage them to follow John’s example and take our questions directly 
to Jesus? 

• How can we participate in Jesus’ ministry, summarized in verse 5, this week? 
 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 




