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Week 3 
 
Conversation Starter 
 

Last week we left with the charge to spend time with someone whom we usually 
wouldn’t spend time with. How did it go? Feel free to share another occasion where 
you had a meaningful encounter with someone surprising.  

 
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer. Read the passage silently. Have one person read verses 18-19, a different person read verses 
20-22, and then the first reader conclude by reading verses 23-26. 
 
Matthew 9:18-26  
18While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” 19And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20Then suddenly a 
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his cloak, 21for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
made well.” 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made 
you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house 
and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion,24he said, “Go away; for the girl 
is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But when the crowd had been put 
outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26And the report of this 
spread throughout that district. 
 
Discussion 
 
Setting the scene 

• This passage portrays two healing stories where one occurs in the middle of the other. 
In plain English, try and summarize these two stories. 

• Who are the powerful people in the passage? Who are the less powerful people? 
• What, if anything, surprised you in these two stories? 

 
What’s at stake 

• In this passage, we see two different people come forward for healing. Describe the 
differences between how they go about engaging Jesus. 

• What are the risks the leader of the synagogue and the woman with hemorrhages take 
in approaching Jesus? 
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Find yourself in the story 
• The leader of the synagogue showed great humility in coming to Jesus. The woman 

suffering from hemorrhages showed great courage in touching the fringe of Jesus’ 
cloak. When in need of help, do you find it easier to be humble or courageous? 

• The woman suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years was a social and religious 
outcast given that she would have been considered “unclean” according to the law. The 
leader of the synagogue would have been a religious insider. Do you feel like an insider 
or an outsider when it comes to religious spaces like the church? 

 
Decision time 

• How can we make our own personal ministries available to both religious insiders and 
outsiders? 

• This week, how can you be more attentive to those around you who need help? They 
could be as familiar as a family member or as unfamiliar as a person walking on the 
street. 

• This week, listen to Sam Cooke & the Soul Stirrer’s classic song “Touch the Hem of 
His Garment” and reflect on what it might mean for you to learn from that woman’s 
faith. 

 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
  




